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would ensue if he were to let them know that the King had
decided to accede to the demands of Spain. James had there-
fore resolved to authorise Somerset to treat secretly, if only
assurances were given that Philip would not expect such con-
cessions on religious matters as he could not grant without
risk to his kingdom or his life.1

Though Somerset's enemies can have known nothing with
certainty of his relations with Sarmiento, his leanings towards
Spain can hardly have been kept secret. They had
Igahfsutes long been on the watch for an opportunity of sup-
Somerset. pianting him, and they instigated the Archbishop to
do his best to procure the assistance of the Queen. Abbot
had good cause to wish for Somerset's disgrace. Not only had
the favourite's connection with the divorce case indelibly im-
pressed itself upon his memory, but he justly regarded his
friendship with the Howards as an act of treason to the great
cause of Protestantism which he himself so heartily supported.
In his eyes, and m the eyes of the malcontent Privy Council-
lors who acted with him, the substitution of Villiers for
Somerset was not a mere personal question. No doubt Villiers,
to all appearance, was tractable enough, and his affability was
in strong contrast to Somerset's arrogance. But the chief
point of difference was this, that while Somerset acted as a man
who had been selected by the King at a time when he was
distrustful of his Council, Villiers, having achieved his position
by the aid of the principal Councillors, would, as they fondly
hoped, be content with maintaining a good correspondence
between the Sovereign and his ministers.

At first Abbot did not find the Queen so willing to forward
his scheme as he had expected. She had indeed no love for
A ril Somerset, but neither was she likely to look with
Abbot favour on a nominee of Abbot and the Protestants.
QueeaV** She knew her husband's character well enough to
assistance. assure Abbot that he was only preparing a scourge
for himself. James would never allow a successor of Somerset
to occupy any other position than one of complete dependence
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